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Logline: American citizens tell their story of being imprisoned without charge by the U.S. during 
WWII.  
 
Short Synopsis: Betrayed: Surviving an American Concentration Camp tells the story of a 
group of American citizens and their mass incarceration by the U.S. government purely on the 
basis of race. In the compelling voices of survivors, the film explores the unconstitutional 
suspension of the civil rights of these Japanese Americans during WWII and the long-lasting 
impact of the incarceration on their community.  
 
Longer Synopsis: Betrayed: Surviving an American Concentration Camp tells the story of a 
group of American citizens and their mass incarceration by the U.S. government, purely on the 
basis of race. In the compelling voices of survivors of Minidoka, a concentration camp in the 
Idaho desert, the film explores the unconstitutional suspension of the civil rights of these 
Japanese Americans during WWII, and the long-lasting impact of the incarceration on their 
community. Betrayed examines the incarceration of Japanese Americans in the Pacific 
Northwest in order to tell a universal story about unjust imprisonment and the loss of civil rights. 
  
The film also explores the long-term effects of the incarceration over decades, and the 
phenomenon of intergenerational trauma as it affects this community. Over 40 camp survivors 
and descendants bring an unparalleled immediacy and urgency to the story. Interviewees 
include the late Kay Sakai Nakao, one of the first Japanese Americans to be taken, the poet 
Larry Matsuda, Paul Tomita, whose father went directly from camp to join the OSS, Satsuki Ina, 
a trauma therapist who was herself born in a concentration camp, and many others. 
  
Lastly, Betrayed looks at the rise of Japanese American activism in defense of the rights of 
others, and the relevance of this story today, both in the targeting of groups based on their 
religion or ethnicity and the actions of the U.S. government at our southern border. 
 
Directed by Rory Banyard and narrated by Tamlyn Tomita, the film is airing on public television 
stations beginning May 2022. This is a production of North Shore Productions, Inc., in 
association with Friends of Minidoka, and is distributed by American Public Television. 
 
View or embed the trailer at: https://vimeo.com/678547845 
 
Director’s Notes: The incarceration of Japanese Americans in WWII was something I knew 
about - or so I thought. I was driven to make this film after completing a shorter film about the 
Minidoka concentration camp for Minidoka National Historic Site. It wasn’t until I was in 
conversation with many of our incredible interviewees that I began to understand the depths of 
the racism and unequal justice that Japanese Americans faced in 1942. This was what enabled 
the government to turn away from the constitution and imprison so many innocent Americans 
without trial. I was also appalled to learn how much the community suffered after the war. I’m so 
grateful to our interviewees for sharing their stories and for their civil rights activism today. 
Betrayed covers a historical event, but it is very much a film for our time. 
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FILMMAKERS BIOS 
 
Rory Banyard, Executive Producer and Director 
Rory Banyard has a passion for telling visual stories, and for making films that change viewers’ 
understanding of their world. He is an Emmy award-winning director with over 20 years of 
experience making films on civil rights, cultural history, and the natural world. He seeks 
opportunities to tell stories that illuminate a significant historical moment, a little-known aspect of 
a culture, or a beautiful part of the natural world. His films have won numerous awards and have 
been part of the Official Selection of the Big Sky Documentary Film Festival, Jackson Hole 
Wildlife Festival, and many other festivals around the world. 
 
Mia Russell, Executive Producer 
Mia Russell is the former Executive Director of the Friends of Minidoka, the Idaho-based 
nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the Minidoka Japanese American incarceration 
site. Russell earned a B.A. in the humanities from Soka University of America and an M.A. in 
Applied Historical Research from Boise State University. Mia serves on the board of the Boise 
Valley Japanese American Citizens League and is passionate about the preservation of the 
WWII Japanese American confinement sites and collaborative community organizing. 
  
Sarah Kass, Writer 
Sarah Kass is an Emmy award-winning storyteller specializing in long and short form 
documentaries and non-fiction television. She has crafted programs that have aired on PBS, 
Discovery Channel, and The History Channel, and she has been the senior writer on multi-
episode series. She has written extensively on human rights issues, environmental and natural 
history, and also specializes in historical content. She was the senior writer on the 27-hour 
History Channel series Man Moment Machine and has written several History Channel specials 
including USS Constellation: Battling for Freedom and The Battle of Tripoli, which was 
nominated for a national Emmy. 
 
Tamlyn Tomita, Narrator 
Actor Tamlyn Tomita has been working in entertainment for over three decades. She made her 
screen debut in The Karate Kid Part II and is known for her roles in The Joy Luck Club, The 
Good Doctor, and Cobra Kai, and her narration work on PBS’s Asian Americans 5-part 
documentary series. Her father and his family were incarcerated in Manzanar and Heart 
Mountain during World War II. 
 
Cristin Norine, Senior Producer 
Cristin Norine has many years of experience overseeing media projects. Her production 
experience encompasses projects ranging from television series to documentaries to still 
photography shoots. Cristin has produced many hours of programming for North Shore, 
including major projects for the Royal BC Museum, Canadian Museum for Human Rights, and 
Minidoka National Historic Site. She is also a visual artist who uses photography and 
performance to investigate how identity, interpersonal relationships, and privacy are being 
redrawn in the technological age.  
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Josh Banyard, Editor and Producer 
Josh Banyard is an award-winning producer and editor who makes documentaries about 
historical injustices and our changing natural world. He has extensive experience in all aspects 
of film production, at every stage of the process. Recent projects include films for the Royal BC 
Museum, Minidoka National Historic Site, and Wanuskewin. His films have been selected for 
film festivals across North America. 
  
Mark Orton, Composer 
Mark Orton is an award-winning musician and composer who has written scores for dozens of 
films including 12 Mighty Orphans (2021), Jim Allison: Breakthrough (2019), From The Ashes 
(2017), and Academy Award-nominated film Nebraska (2013). He is the co-founder of Tin Hat, 
an internationally renowned acoustic chamber music group with seven critically acclaimed 
albums. He is both a multi-instrumentalist and a collector of antique and unusual instruments, 
performing on all manner (and era) of guitars, keyboards, and percussion. 
 
Sarah Fahmy, Associate Producer, Assistant Editor, and Archival Producer 
Sarah Fahmy has worked on a variety of film projects including films for national broadcast and 
interpretive films for museums and visitor centers across North America. With her attention to 
detail, she excels at research, producing shoots, and the archive acquisition and licensing 
process. She has traveled and reported around the world and has worked with the Pulitzer 
Center on Crisis Reporting, the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, and Oregon Public 
Broadcasting. 
  
North Shore Productions 
North Shore Productions is a documentary media production company that creates content for 
broadcast and for site-specific environments that include major museums and national parks. 
The company was founded twenty-five years ago by Rory Banyard as a home base from which 
to launch filmmaking adventures. Since that time North Shore has become a hub from which a 
group of talented writers, producer/directors, directors of photography and editors make award- 
winning work. The company is known for its work in the fields of civil rights, cultural history and 
natural history, and has won numerous honors, including Emmy, Golden Cine, and Platinum 
Remi awards, and has presented films at documentary film festivals around the world. To find 
out more about North Shore Productions, visit northshorepro.com. 
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Friends of Minidoka 
Friends of Minidoka is a Twin Falls, Idaho-based 501(c)3 nonprofit organization established in 
2003. Friends of Minidoka works to honor the legacy of the Japanese American incarceration 
experience through education, preservation, and advocacy. They strive to pass on the history, 
legacy, and lessons of civil liberties through transforming and inspiring experiences for the 
general public and those with personal and familial ties to Minidoka. To find out more about 
Friends of Minidoka, visit minidoka.org. 

  
American Public Television 
American Public Television (APT) is the leading syndicator of high-quality, top-rated 
programming to the nation’s public television stations. Founded in 1961, APT distributes 250 
new program titles per year and more than one-third of the top 100 highest-rated public 
television titles in the U.S. APT’s diverse catalog includes prominent documentaries, 
performance, dramas, how-to programs, classic movies, children’s series and news and current 
affairs programs. Doc Martin, Midsomer Murders, America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s 
Illustrated, AfroPoP, Rick Steves’ Europe, Pacific Heartbeat, Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street 
Television, Legacy List with Matt Paxton, Lidia’s Kitchen, Kevin Belton’s New Orleans Kitchen, 
Simply Ming, The Best of the Joy of Painting with Bob Ross, Live From the Artists Den, James 
Patterson’s Kid Stew and NHK Newsline are a sampling of APT’s programs, considered some 
of the most popular on public television. APT also licenses programs internationally through its 
APT Worldwide service and distributes Create®TV — featuring the best of public television's 
lifestyle programming — and WORLD™, public television’s premier news, science and 
documentary channel. To find out more about APT’s programs and services, visit 
APTonline.org. 
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EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM 

In conjunction with the one-hour film, this project also includes an educational program crafted 
by professional curriculum writers, giving schools and teachers the resources necessary to bring 
the incarceration story into the classroom.  

The incarceration history is a critical case study for educational dialogue in civics, one that has 
often been missing from the classroom. By providing these engaging resources to educators, 
free of charge, we remove many of the roadblocks that have prevented the incarceration story 
from being taught in schools and will enable a new generation to move forward with a greater 
understanding of the civil rights tragedies of our past.   

The educational curriculum consists of four short documentaries (5-6 mins), each providing a 
deep dive into different aspects of the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II.  

Each documentary and corresponding lesson plan can be stand-alone, but educators may 
choose to use multiple films based on the goals and needs of their classes. The materials, 
recommended for grades 6 to 12, focus on the experience of Japanese Americans who were 
forcibly removed from their communities and incarcerated at Minidoka, an American 
concentration camp in southern Idaho. But the topics in these films and lessons apply broadly to 
the experience of Japanese Americans at other camps as well. The lesson plans utilize primary 
sources as learning tools and are standards-based. The lessons range from a full one-hour 
lesson to short ten minute activities, so we encourage educators to adapt them to meet the 
needs of their students and classes. 

To view the educational films and educational program, please visit betrayedfilm.com/education. 
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Executive Producers 
Rory Banyard 
Mia Russell 
  
Narrator 
Tamlyn Tomita 
  
Director 
Rory Banyard 
  
Senior Producer 
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Josh Banyard 
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This project was funded, in part, by a grant from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service, Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program. The views and 
conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted 
as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. Government. Mention of trade names or 
commercial products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Government. 

This material received Federal financial assistance for the preservation and interpretation of 
U.S. confinement sites where Japanese Americans were detained during World War II. Under 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally funded 
assisted projects. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to: 

Office of Equal Opportunity 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW (2740) 
Washington, DC 20005 
		
	
 


