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Letter from the Superintendent

Assome of you may have heard, there was a major wildland
fire that swept through the other park that am responsible
for, Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument. In late
August the area witnessed the largest wildland fire then
burning in the country. When all was said and done,
approximately 310,000 acres burned, including 75% of
the Monument. The fire was caused by lightning and was
wind driven, natural threats which we could not stop.

However, there are other threats to parks that we can try
to stop. In 2007, Minidoka National Historic Site was on
the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s (NTHP)
list of 11 Most Endangered Historic Sites due to threats
to park resources and values from transmission lines and
a large-scale dairy feedlot. In April 2009, NTHP stated,
“Minidoka National Historic Site is a place with a hard
past, and for the past few years, a pretty challenging
present, too.”

In 1916, Congress created the National Park Service to
manage a growing collection of special places “unimpaired
for the enjoyment of future generations” The National
Park Service is entrusted with the preservation of nature
and our shared heritage and has the responsibility to share
the significance of these sites throughout the country.

With the support of many partners, we successfully had
the Southwest Intertie Project transmission line re-routed
out of the park (it was proposed to be placed near the
historic rock garden). Another threat that we have been
addressing for several years, along with partners such as
you, is the prospect of having 13,000 cows and calves a
little more than one mile from the entrance to the park.

We are actively working with our Solicitor’s Office and
regional and national staff to protect this park from
impairment. There was no “confined animal feeding
operation” (CAFO) when the President and Congress
considered the establishment and expansion of this park.
We have put the holder of the CAFO permit on clear and
written notice of our concerns. I thank you and our other

partners for your active support and willingness to address
this threat so that together we can protect the irreplaceable
national treasure that is Minidoka National Historic Site.

With our collective efforts, we can continue to achieve all
that we have been working for at the park:

« ever more successful Pilgrimage and Civil Liberties
Symposium events

o a new 1.6 mile trail to be constructed in the spring
of 2011

o an additional 20 outdoor wayside exhibits to be
installed along the new trail

« funds to design and construct a Visitor Center in the
historic warehouse

o re-establishing Barrack Block 22 and having an
original barrack and mess hall at the park before next
year’s Pilgrimage

« re-establishing the Honor Roll at the entrance to the
park

« education curriculum developed with Densho

« condition assessments of historic structures such as
the original fire station to professionally guide future
stabilization and restoration

o a new museum collections building to house
priceless Minidoka artifacts that will be constructed
this winter

As President Theodore Roosevelt, one of this country’s
great conservationists stated, “We have fallen heirs to the
most glorious heritage a people ever received, and each
one must do his part if we wish to show that the nation is
worthy of its good fortune”

Thank you for your part in helping preserve such an
important site that we all care for so deeply.

Wendy K. Janssen
Superintendent of Minidoka National Historic Site and Hagerman Fossil Beds

National Monument
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Color guard during the ceremony at Minidoka National Historic Site
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Check for updates on http://minidokapilgrimage.org

Mark your calendars for these 2011 events!

Wednesday 6/29 - Thursday 6/30 - Civil Liberties Symposium, College of Southern Idaho
Thursday 6/30 - Sunday 7/3 - Minidoka Pilgrimage, Twin Falls. Idaho

Civil Liberties and the Arts Symposium
by Hanako Wakastuki

The 5th Annual Civil Liberties Symposium was held on
June 24 and 25 at the Canyon Crest Dining and Events
Center overlooking the beautiful Snake River Canyon.
It was a world class event focusing on civil liberties and
the arts and was very emotionally charged. This year was
the first time that the Symposium and the Pilgrimage
overlapped, giving Symposium attendees the opportunity
to meet Pilgrims, many of whom were former internees.

Fantastic presenters came from across the United States
and Canada to discuss the role that art plays during
periods of conflict over civil liberties and specifically the
art that came out of the Japanese American internment
experience. All facets of artistic expression were examined,
including photography, literature, performance, and film.

The symposium featured presentations by Greg Robinson,
professor at I'Universite du Quebec A Montreal and
author of ‘Following Her Own Road’; Roger Shimomura,
retired University of Kansas professor who has exhibited
artworks in more than 125 solo exhibitions; Jeanne
Wakatsuki-Houston, author of ‘Farewell to Manzanar’;
Larry Matsuda, author of ‘A Cold Wind in Idaho’; Bob
Sims, professor emeritus and the former Dean of the
College of Social Sciences and Public Affairs at Boise State
University; Megumi, storyteller; Mira Nakashima, author
of ‘Nature, Form & Spirit: The Life and Legacy of George
Nakashima’; Emily Hanako Momohara, Asst. Professor
of Art at the Art Academy of Cincinnati; David Alder,
Professor of Political Science at Idaho State University;
Linda Hattendorf, producer/director of “The Cats of
Mirikitani’; Lucy Ostrander, producer/director/writer of
‘Fumiko Hayashida: The Woman Behind the Symbol’;
The Grateful Crane Ensemble; and Portland Taiko.

All of the presentations were phenomenal, some very
emotional, and their methods ranged from first hand
experiences of former internees, to beautifully produced
documentaries, to outstanding performances. Participants
were able to engage with the presenters to learn more about
how artists revisit the Japanese American internment
experience to inform us about its significance in the
continuing struggle for justice.

Top: Linda Hattendorf and Roger Shimimura; bottom: members of the Grateful
Crane Ensemble answer questions after their performace.

Honor Roll Installation Scheduled for 2011

In the spring, Friends of Minidoka won a Confinement
Sites Grant to re-establish the Honor Roll. It is in the
process and will be ready by the 2011 Civil Liberties
Symposium and Pilgrimage. The theme for the two events
will be Military Service and a dedication ceremony will be
held at the Pilgrimage.





